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Proseminar: Building states, nations or peace – justifying intervention or taking responsibility? (IB) 
HS 1021 – Fr 8-10 
 
International intervention in so-called fragile states is frequently motivated by a ‘liberal peace’ 
rationale that largely ignores interests and agency at the local and national level of target countries, 
producing resistance and problems of implementation. Inconsistent strategies may derive from 
diverging priorities among external interveners (e.g. ‘security first’ versus ‘elections first’ versus 
‘institutions first’), but also translate uncertainties about what can be achieved or supported from 
outside: a process of state-building, nation-building or peacebuilding. Fundamental differences 
between those notions persist despite large overlaps in daily practice. The seminar will engage with 
the inconsistent use of this terminology, broad strategies of major international players, local 
expectations and processes of adaptation. General literature used for this course ranges from 
supporters of the liberal peace paradigm to representatives of ‘critical studies’ towards intervention.  
 
Basic Literature: 
BMZ (German Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development): Transforming Fragile States – 
Examples of Practical Experience, Baden-Baden: Nomos 2007. 
Boege, Volker, Anne Brown, Kevin Clements, and Anna Nolan: On Hybrid Political Orders and 
Emerging States: What Is Failing – States in the Global South or Research and Politics in the West?, in: 
Berghof Handbook for Conflict Transformation Dialogue Series, 8, 2009, 15–35. 
Tobias Debiel, Tobias/Held, Thomas /Schneckener, Ulrich (eds.), Peacebuilding in Crisis. Rethinking 
Paradigms and Practices of Transnational Cooperation, Abingdon: Routledge 2016. 
Eisenstadt, S.N./Rokkan, Stein (eds.) Building States and Nations, Berkeley/CA: Sage 1973, S. 73-98. 
Fukuyama, Francis: The imperative of state-building, in: Journal of Democracy, 15 (1), 2004, S.17-31 
Paris, Roland: Saving Liberal Peacebuilding, in: Review of International Studies, 36 (2), 2010, S. 337-
365. 
Richmond, Oliver: A post-liberal peace: Eirenism and the everyday, in; Review of International 
Studies, 35 (3) 2009, 557–580. 
 

 

 

Hauptseminar: Probleme des Regierens in Afrika (Vergleich) 
ABI – Fr 12-14 
 
Das Seminar gibt einen einführenden Einblick in - ideelle, materielle, historische, institutionelle und 
außenpolitische - Voraussetzungen für „gute Regierungsführung“ in Afrika südlich der Sahara. Das 
Seminar hat zwei Zielsetzungen: 1. Beitrag zur Differenzierung zwischen divergierenden Erfahrungen 
innerhalb Afrikas, 2. Veranschaulichung ähnlicher oder abweichender Mechanismen unterschiedlich 
konzipierter Institutionen. Dabei wird hinterfragt, wie selbstverständlich es sein kann, normative 
Setzungen als universal gültig anzusehen und Übertragungen aus dem europäisch-amerikanischen 
Raum auf Afrika vorzunehmen. Das Seminar wird Regierungssysteme, Wahlsysteme, Parteisysteme 
und territoriale Ordnung (Föderalismus versus unitarischer Staat) in Afrika beleuchten und sich mit 
‚Governance‘ in ausgewählten Sektoren beschäftigen. 
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Grundlegende Literatur: 
Chazan, Naomi et al.: Politics and Society in Contemporary Africa, 3rd edition, Boulder/CO: Lynne 
Rienner 1999 
Cheeseman, Nic: Democracy in Africa. Successes, Failures, and the Struggle for Political Reform, New 
York: Cambridge University Press 2015 
Cheeseman, Nic et al. (eds): Routledge Handbook of African Politics, Abingdon/New York 2013  
Elischer, Sebastian: Political Parties in Africa. Ethnicity and Party Formation, Cambridge etc. 
Cambridge University Press 2013 
Hyden, Goran et al.: Making Sense of Governance. Empirical Evidence from 16 Developing Countries, 
Boulder/CO: Lynne Rienner 2004 
Resnick, Danielle/Van de Walle, Nicolas: Democratic Trajectories in Africa. Unravelling the Impact of 
Foreign Aid, Oxford: Oxford University Press 2013 
 

 

 
 
Dr. Benjamin Schütze 
benjamin.schuetze@politik.uni-freiburg.de 
 
Proseminar: Politics of the Middle East (Vergleich) 
ABI – Thu 10-12 
 
This course provides an introduction to the politics of the Middle East. We will discuss central 
economic, social and political changes that have affected the Middle East in the 20th and 21st century. 
Initially, we will familiarize ourselves with conceptual debates, key economic and cultural dynamics, 
as well as the region’s colonial legacies. We will then discuss various transformation processes that 
have affected the entire region (fight for independence, processes of economic liberalization, politics 
from below), before focusing in more depth on select country case studies (state collapse and 
reconstruction in Lebanon; rentier state theory and Saudi-Arabia; external intervention and 
authoritarian reinforcement in Jordan; religion, nationalism and state formation in Israel; politics of 
occupation and statehood in Palestine; virtuous war and performative violence in Syria). 
 
Key literature: 
Roger Owen, State, Power and Politics in the Making of the Modern Middle East (London, 2004) 
Nazih Ayubi, Over-stating the Arab State: Politics and Society in the Middle East (London, 1994) 
Ilan Pappe, The Modern Middle East (London, 2005) 
Ghassan Salame, Democracy without Democrats? The Renewal of Politics in the Muslim World 
(London, 1994) 
Charles Tripp, The Power and the People (Cambridge, 2013) 
Gilbert Achcar, The People Want (London, 2013) 
Salwa Ismail, The Rule of Violence (Cambridge, 2018) 
 
 
Proseminar: Grundlagen der Internationalen Politik 
ABI – Do 14-16 
 
In den Internationalen Beziehungen (IB) wird berechtigterweise von einem „Theoriepluralismus“ 
gesprochen. Einen Überblick über diese Vielzahl von IB-Theorien – Neo/Realismus, Institutionalismus, 
Regime Theorien, Konstruktivismus sowie kritische, feministische, und poststrukturalistische Ansätze 
-  zu vermitteln, ist das Ziel dieses Seminars. Dabei wird sich der Lernprozess nicht nur auf 
Sekundärliteratur stützen, sondern wichtigste Autoren werden im Original gelesen. Das Seminarziel 
ist die IB-Theorien nicht nur als einzelne Erklärungssysteme zu behandeln, sondern auch im 
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Verhältnis zueinander und zu den theoretischen Debatten, die das IB-Fach geprägt haben bzw. die IB-
Forschung weiterhin anregen, zu setzen. Darüber hinaus wird anhand der Fallbeispiele das 
Erklärungspotential von IB-Theorien untersucht. Über die Fallbeispiele wird zusätzlich die 
theoretische Einbettung zentraler Themenfelder und empirischer Fragestellungen der 
internationalen Politik eingeübt.  
 
Literatur: 
Krell, Gert (2009), Weltbilder und Weltordnung, Einführung in die Theorie der internationalen 
Beziehungen. 4. Überarbeitete und aktualisierte Ausgabe. Baden-Baden: Nomos. 
Schimmelfennig, Frank (2015), Internationale Politik, 4. Aktual. Auflage, Paderborn: Schöningh. 
Baylis, John, Smith, Steve, and Owens, Smith (2014), The Globalization of World Politics: An 
Introduction to International relations, 6th edition, Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 

 
 
Clemens Jürgenmeyer 
 
Internationale Politische Ökonomie 
Hauptseminar 
Mittwoch, 16-18 Uhr, ABI 
 
Wie schon im vergangenen Wintersemester möchte das Seminar sich den politischen und 
ökonomischen Grundlagen und den aktuellen Trends des internationalen Systems widmen. Dabei 
sollen in der Tradition des Realismus Politik und Ökonomie in eine Gesamtschau integriert werden, 
um so das Zusammenspiel politischer und wirtschaftlicher Faktoren angemessen analysieren zu 
können. Im Einzelnen sollen folgende Themen behandelt werden: theoretische Grundlagen, Handel, 
Investition, Finanzen, Arbeit, Energie und Umwelt, Armut und Reichtum, Regionalisierung und 
Globalisierung.  
 
Grundlegende Literatur: 
Globale Trends 2015. Perspektiven der Weltgesellschaft. Frankfurt/ M.: Fischer 2015.  
Gilpin, Robert: The challenge of global capitalism. The world economy in the 21st century. Princeton, 
NJ: Princeton UP 2000.  
Gilpin, Robert: Global political economy. Understanding the international economic order. Princeton, 
NJ: Princeton UP 2001.  
Bieling, Hans-Jürgen: Internationale Politische Ökonomie – Eine Einführung. Wiesbaden: VS Verlag 
für Sozialwissenschaften 2011.  
Ravenhill, John (ed.): Global political economy. Oxford (u.a.) : Oxford UP 2014.  
Schirm, Stefan: Internationale Politische Ökonomie. Eine Einführung. Baden-Baden: Nomos 2012. 
 

 

 
 
Cita Wetterich 
cita.wetterich@politik.uni-freiburg.de 
 
Proseminar: Critical perspectives on migration (IB) 
ABI – Wed 8-10 
 
The course engages with Critical Theory in Policial Science and engages with other theoretical 
approaches (International Relations, Comparative Studies, Area Studies, Security Studies). In a 
second step, we will link the theoretical approaches to current processes, mechanisms, problems and 
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discourses on mobility and (forced) migration. The course situates migration as a central topic in the 
international political arena with direct links to and impact on a web of key political, socio-economic, 
institutional, legal, security, theoretical and normative issues. 
 
Key literature: tba 
 

 
 
Dr. Antje Missbach 
antje.missbach@politik.uni-freiburg.de 
 
Hauptseminar: Migration and asylum policies in Australia and their impacts in the Asia-Pacific 
region: deterrence, externalisation and exclusion (IB) 
ABI – Mon 16-18 
 
All around the globe migration has become a core concern for International Relations. In this unit, we 
will shed light on recent developments in Australia’s migration and asylum policies and the impacts 
they have had on the wider Asia-Pacific region in order to critically analyse governance challenges 
and responses posed by irregular(ised) labour migration and spontaneous flows of refugees and 
asylum seekers. While considering historical developments that are specific to Australia (e.g. White 
Australia Policy) we will embed our discussions in the wider debates on forced migration, 
sovereignty, nationalism, border control and securitisation, humanitarianism and human rights. By 
studying political key events in Australia (e.g. Tampa Affair, Pacific Solution I and II) through an 
interdisciplinary lens, students will undertake a thorough critique of the theory and practice of 
governance across these areas and discuss how to better protect the human rights of migrants, 
asylum seekers and refugees.  
 
Introductory readings: 
Balint, Ruth. Troubled Waters: Borders, Boundaries and the Possession in the Timor Sea. Crows Nest, 
NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2005.  
Grewcock, Michael. Border crimes: Australia’s war on illicit migrants. Sydney, N.S.W.: Institute of 
Criminology Press, 2009. 
Hage, Ghassan: White Nation: Fantasies of White Supremacy in a Multicultural Society. London: 
Routledge, 2000. 
Marr, David and Marian Wilkinson. Dark victory: how a government lied its way to political triumph. 
Crows Nest, NSW: Allen and Unwin, 2003. 
Metcalfe, Susan. The Pacific Solution. Melbourne: Australian Scholarly Publishing, 2010.  
Neumann, Klaus: Across the seas: Australia’s response to refugees – a history. Collinwood, Black Inc., 
2015. 
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